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Phosphorus (P) is closely linked to an increasingly fragile ‘nexus’ of food, energy, and water (FEW) security.  While there are many other drivers that influence FEW security, P plays a unique and under-recognized role within the FEW nexus.  We face a growing P ‘paradox,’ derived from simultaneous regional scarcity and abundance of P, which can be found across local to global scales.  Irrespective of the actual mineral rock P reserves and projected timelines to deplete those resources, P is a finite resource that creates the challenge of overcoming scarcity of P to sustain terrestrial food and biofuel production, which threatens food and energy security.  At the same time, we are faced with increasing occurrence and severity of water quality impairment from an abundance of P entering aquatic systems, which threatens water security.  A strategic shift in resource management ethics, from exploiting to conserving P resources is required.  For instance, remedial strategies should consider when agricultural conservation practices transition from P sinks to sources with minor changes in land management or climate-driven hydrologic response.  A broader, long-term vision and strategy for P stewardship is needed, which requires collaboration across all sectors of society and the supply chain, from field to fork and beyond.  
