
Jakym Battle 
 

Jakym Battle is a native of Atlanta, Georgia. He is a dual degree graduate of Fort Valley State 

University and the University of Arkansas with degrees in Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 

respectively, completing the program in 2015. 

 

Jakym is currently an employee at DuPont based in Detroit, Michigan where he serves as a Technical 

Sales Consultant within the DuPont Commercial Development Program--a rotational program designed 

to prepare recent engineering graduates for leadership positions within Sales and Marketing. The 

opportunity to work for DuPont presented itself at the 2015 NSBE National Convention career fair in 

Anaheim, California, where Jakym was allowed to network extensively with the company. 

 

Jakym cites his parents, Vernell and Kym Battle, as his biggest influence because they were able to 

successfully instill the importance of education in him despite not having college degrees. While it can 

be very difficult for parents with working class backgrounds to paint a vivid picture of the opportunities 

made available through education, Jakym’s parents always made it a priority to take advantage of any 

chance to highlight the benefits of education. 

 

Jakym became a member of NSBE his junior year at Westlake High School in Atlanta, Georgia. After 

high school, he and a group of former high school classmates re-chartered the defunct NSBE chapter at 

Fort Valley State University, where he became the chapter vice president. After leaving Fort Valley 

State University, he continued in his service to the organization by becoming programs chair and 

eventually president of the University of Arkansas NSBE chapter.  

 

Jakym is also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated. As an undergraduate member of 

the organization, he served as the debate team captain, preparing speeches on a multitude of topics such 

as transportation infrastructure, wealth inequality, and nuclear warfare. In both 2012 and 2014, he led 

his chapter in winning the title of Alpha Southwest Region Debate Champion. 

 

Jakym remains active in his community by hosting speaking engagements and standardized test prep 

workshops with grade school students to encourage minority students to pursue STEM careers. Jakym 

continues to promote NSBE and the minority STEM pipeline through his organization STEM Is The 

New Black. The organization is dedicated to encouraging underrepresented students to pursue 

challenging careers in STEM and offering them exposure to young professionals in a variety of STEM 

fields in the hopes of positively impacting the overall community by strengthening intra-community 

networks and collaboration. 

 

Jakym’s hobbies include blogging and writing poetry. While he has enjoyed creative writing for the 

majority of his life, he has recently begun to share his writings via various social media platforms 

including WordPress, Instagram, and Facebook. Jakym asserts that “In today’s society, we have the 

luxury of being able to share our thoughts and ideas with the world instantaneously. Therefore, we 

should take advantage of this opportunity so that our thoughts may resonate in hopes to both inspire 

others and draw inspiration from them.”  Jakym’s outlook on creative writing is similar to that of his on 

education.  He believes that through sharing our experiences, both past and present, we can inspire 

others to pursue careers in STEM. 


